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“Life’s Too Short... - 2” RDF/SBK

“Life’s Too Short… To Be Selfish”

Proverbs 11:24
INTRODUCTION
1.
Chances are you haven’t trapped any monkeys recently.  Just in case you are short one monkey in the near future and need to catch one, let me describe the technique for trapping monkeys in the East.  


I’m told the experts take a pumpkin gourd and carve a small hole in it, and then carve out the inside.  Then they place a piece of fruit, like a banana, inside the gourd and stake the gourd to the ground and wait.  


Because monkeys are curious animals,they descend from the jungle, find the gourd, see the hole, slide their hand into the gourd, discover the banana and grab it.  


But when they try to pull their hand out of the hole, they discover that they cannot get their closed fist through the opening.  The only way they can get their hand free is to let go of the banana and slide out the hand the same way it went in.  Because they’re not willing to let go of the banana, they hold on and scream and jump until the trappers catch them.  


All the monkeys have to do is open their hands and they’re free.  But because they aren’t willing to do that, and they hold onto the banana with closed fists, they lose their freedom forever.  


2.
Would you agree we’re all a bit like monkeys?  We’re all inflicted with the disease called selfishness.  In fact, if the truth were known, most of us are more selfish than we want to admit.  We don’t like to give up what is ours—whether it’s our time or our possessions or our money.  We think if we hold on tightly to whatever we have, we won’t lose it.  


Eg.  All of us are prone to the disease called self-centeredness.  If you don’t think that’s true, just watch your eyes the next time you look at a group photo where you’re included.  Who’s the first person you look at in the picture?  You look at yourself, right?  It’s a good picture if you look good, even if everybody else looks bad.  


Eg.  I came across these Toddler Laws recently.  See if this sounds familiar.

“If I like it, it’s mine.  If I can take it away from you, it’s mine.  If I had it awhile ago, it’s mine.  If I say it’s mine, it’s mine.  If it looks like mine, it’s mine.  “If I say I saw it first, it’s mine.  If you were having fun with it, it’s mine.  If you lay it down, it’s mine.  If it’s broken, it’s YOURS.”


3.
The truth is…we’re all infected with the same disease.  We think if we hold on tightly to whatever we have, we won’t lose it.  (Part of Maturity-Growing Up)

God has a plan that involves a different perspective on life.  That perspective is described in one verse in the Book of Proverbs. 

If you have a copy of the Bible with you…why don’t you turn to Proverbs 11?  This verse introduces us to God’s prescription for the age old problem of selfishness.  

We’re involved in this series called “Life’s Too Short”.  In the next few weeks, we’ll talk about some things that can steal the quality of life God has designed from us.  You know, people live longer today than ever before.  And yet despite longer life expectancies, many people just aren’t happy.  One of the reasons for that unhappiness is the self-centeredness that plagues humanity.  So I want you to notice what Solomon writes in Proverbs 11:24:

“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; 
another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.”  (Proverbs 11:24)


Do you get the picture?  One man is open handed.  The other is tight fisted.  One man is a giver.  The other is a grabber.  One man has eyes for those in need.  The other is just looking out for himself.  


Would you agree today that life is just too short to be selfish?  


Eg.  Some of you grew up in a home where your mom would say before supper, “Go wash your hands before dinner.”  Now how many of you had a mom who said to you, after that little trip, “Hold out your hands”?


Well, this morning this verse invites us all to  . . .

1.  TAKE A HAND EXAM

Go ahead. . .look at your hands.  Are you an open-handed person or close fisted?  Which one are you?  This morning we want to look at this in detail.  First, I want you to see some. . .

Characteristics of an open-handed person.  

Solomon introduces us to several ideas.  An open-handed person demonstrates. . .

· Generosity

Did you see that verse?  

“One man gives freely.”

Stop right there for a moment.  Open-handed people give freely.  They’re generous with their time, their words, their possessions and their finances.

You are sitting in seats provided by generous people...ministries supported by generous people.


I see that everywhere here at Grace.  Because of the generosity of people here in our church, we built two orphan homes in Southeast Asia last year.  We’ve impacted hundreds of people in this community through Second Saturdays.  Many people in this church are incredibly generous with their time and their resources.  

Eg. Most generous person I know is my wife...


For some of you, when God gives to you, you just want to give somebody else.  


Eg.  At Christmas, we received a wonderful note from one of the families at our church.  They said that God had blessed them in a special way and they just wanted to bless others.  It’s one of the characteristics of open-handed people.  But the verse goes on to talk about . . .

· Abundance


Solomon goes on to say, “One man gives freely, yet gains even more…”  In other words, the generous person typically enjoys abundance.  Generosity leads to blessing.  

-Look at Proverbs 11:25


Eg.  It’s easy to think that when I regularly give things away, sooner or later I’m going to run out.  That’s not how it works with God.  The Bible says that when you and I are willing to give, God gives back to us.  Many of you in this room have discovered that you cannot out-give God.  


Jesus said it clearly:

“Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  (Luke 6:38)

-This verse has been abused...Prosperity Gospel/Word of Faith/Name It...Claim It

The Bible gives us a basic principle of life:  When we give, God gives back to us.  


Now sometimes I hear someone say, “Well I gave, and things are tighter than ever.”  Usually that indicates one of two problems…either I’m not managing the rest of my finances well or I’m giving for the wrong reason just so God will give back to me.  


Generosity and abundance will lead to…

· Confidence  


Have you discovered that when you give, and God takes care of your needs, it builds a confidence in your relationship with Him.  After a while you think, “This is real.  This works.  God, I can trust you.  You’ve been faithful day after day to me.”

Eg. Mae Hawn Single Mom- with the Lord


You see, an open-handed person looks to God to be the one who provides.  An open-handed person is generous.  Generosity leads to abundance and abundance leads to confidence.  Solomon goes on to describe some…

Characteristics of a tight-fisted person


The first characteristic is. . .

· Stinginess


Solomon says:

“. . .Another man withholds unduly. . .”


A close-fisted person is cheap—a penny pincher.   Someone who is tight fisted basically says, “Nobody’s touching my stuff.  It’s my stuff, and I’m not letting it go.”

Have you ever been around somebody who acts like this?  They’re stingy toward their family and even toward their church.  They’re cheap with their words and with their time and with their finances.  Basically somebody who is tight fisted says, “If I can get more and more and hang on to what I have, I’m going to be okay.”  But watch this. . .the Bible says that kind of life leads to. . .

· Inadequacy

Solomon says:

“Another withholds unduly but comes to poverty.”

In other words, there’s a constant lack in the life of a tight-fisted person.  He takes one step forward and two steps backward.  


Here’s how it goes.  You get to the place where you think, “I finally have enough.  This is good.”  Then the refrigerator breaks and you have to pay the bill.  Or the dog has to go to the vet.  Or one of the kids gets sick for the third time.  Does this sound familiar?  A life of stinginess and inadequacy leads to. . .

· Insecurity

You become fearful about tomorrow.  We think, “Are we going to have enough?  Am I going to have enough to pay this bill? Am I going to be able to do this?”  There’s almost a dread that develops about tomorrow.  


Now let me ask you a question. . .in light of Solomon’s definition, are you an open-handed person or a tight-fisted person?  Are you a person characterized by generosity, which leads to abundance, which leads to confidence?  Or is your life characterized by stinginess, which leads to inadequacy, which leads to insecurity?   If the second half of this verse describes your life, then I would want to invite you to . . .

2.   TRY A HAND EXCHANGE

So, how do I do this?  How do I move from tight-fisted to open-handed?  I think the Bible gives us several steps...

· Move from stingy to generous

Look at this next verse in II Corinthians 8:

“But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (II Corinthians 8:7)


In other words, you and I need to learn to become excellent givers.  This has nothing to do with how much money I have.  You can have a little and give a lot, or you can have a lot and give a little. It really doesn’t make any difference how much I have.  It’s a mindset that needs to change.


The God of Heaven is a giving God.  When we come to know Him, He plants the seed of generosity in our hearts.

The God of Heaven offers you and me forgiveness through what Jesus accomplished through His death on the Cross.


For some of you, this needs to start with the way you treat your family.  You might need to take your spouse out for dinner.  Maybe you’ve not done that for months or even years.  


Eg. I have a confession to make.  One of the jobs I do not like in the wintertime is shoveling snow.  It’s at the bottom of my least-liked chores.  


Several years ago God provided the resources for me to get a snow blower.  When that happened, I determined that I was going to use that snow blower to honor Him.  


Do you know what?  I actually enjoy using the snow blower to clear the sidewalk around our neighborhood or to help somebody clear off a driveway.  I want God to build into my heart an attitude of generosity.  That’s the first thing I need to do if I’m going to move from a tight-fisted approach to life to an open-handed approach to life.  And then, I need to. . .move from stingy to generous!

· Move from inadequacy to abundance

Look at this next verse in II Corinthians 9:

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”   (II Corinthians 9:6)


Do you understand that you reap in proportion to what you sow?  In other words, if you are a penny-pincher when you sow, do you know what you’ll get back?  Not much.  


Eg.  Every spring I try to put out tomato plants in our garden.  I love fresh tomatoes and I love to share them with others.  I’ve discovered that the more plants I put out, the more tomatoes I can harvest.   Isn’t that brilliant?  


Eg.  My wife and I have discovered this many times over the years.  God provides abundantly when we’re faithful to Him.


Some of your are saying, “Oh, Bob, you’re a pastor.  You work for the church.  You’ve got an inside track with God.”


I want you to know it doesn’t work that way.  You know how it works?  When you and I take seriously the Word of God and learn to be excellent givers, God promises to be faithful.  So I need to move from stingy to generous, from inadequacy to abundance, and then I need to move from...

· Insecurity to security

Look at what Jesus said in Matthew 6:25:

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?”  (Matthew 6:25)

Jesus went on to say like this in Matthew 6:33:

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

(Matthew 6:33)

What does it mean to seek the Kingdom of God?  It means I put God in His proper place in my life.  It means, “I’m not in charge of my life.  God is.  He rules over my life.  He loves me with a love that I can’t begin to understand.  So I’m willing to submit to His control in my life.”


And then, as I do that—as I seek the right way of doing things—God promises to take care of my needs.


So how do I know if I’m seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness?  Where am I investing my treasure?  Jesus said it like this back in Matthew 6:21:

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

The best way I know to illustrate this principle is to try a little experiment.  I’d like you to find the most precious possession you have on you right now.  It could be a ring- credit card. It might be a money clip.  It might be your IPOD.  What’s the most valuable possession you have with you?


Would you take it out and hold it in your hand?


Now here’s what I want you to do. . .I want you to look around and find somebody who’s not in your family, and I want you to give it to that person.  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, your heart will be also.”  Was it hard to give that prize possession to somebody you don’t know very well?  Of course.  Now, you know what all of us are wondering?  When am I going to get it back?  How long’s it going to be until Bob lets me get back what is so precious to me?  


God has given us possessions in this life.  He expects us to use them for Him.  Where we place our treasure is where our hearts will be located.  When we store up treasures in Heaven, our hearts will be oriented toward Heaven.  But if our investments are only focused on earth, then our hearts will only be focused on earth.


One of the best ways to have a heart focused on Heaven, is to give regularly to God.  Now God established that principle long ago in Leviticus 27.  Look at these words:

“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.”  (Leviticus 27:30)


Do you know what a tithe is?  It means 10%.  God said to His people years ago that 10% of all that they had belonged to Him.  Now, they were living in an agricultural economy, so 10% of the fruit of the trees or the grain from the ground or the animals they raised went to the Lord.  


That was under Law- we live under grace. For 33 years, my wife and I have followed this principle of giving to the Lord out of what we’ve been paid.  It was that way when we first got married and I was paid $82 a week.  We gave $10 a week to the Lord.  We’ve tried to increase that amount consistently each year.


Do you know what we’ve discovered?  The more we give to God, the more our hearts are inclined to eternity.  When we give to the ministries of this church, we want to know what God is accomplishing in the lives of people.  Our hearts are focused on eternity.  When we support two orphans in Southeast Asia, we want those orphans to spend eternity in Heaven with the Lord.  

-Return the possession you gave away

CONCLUSION


1.
Now let me ask you a question…which do you want?  It’s really up to you.  What kind of hands do you want?  Do you want to live tight-fisted?  That’s your call.  But that’s not really a way to live.  


2.
God says that if you and I will open our hands and learn how to be generous, He’ll always cause more to come back.  We’ll live with confidence because we’ve seen God’s supply.  Would you bow your heads with me?  


Would you answer this question?   

How will I choose to live?










